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Evening Prayer 

Thursday before Pentecost 
Thursday, May 20, 2021 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light   Phos hilaron 

O gracious light, 
pure brightness of the ever living Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praised, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Psalm 33:12–22   Beata gens 

Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! * 
happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 

The LORD looks down from heaven, * 
and beholds all the people in the world. 

From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze * 
on all who dwell on the earth. 

He fashions all the hearts of them * 
and understands all their works. 

There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; * 
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength. 

The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; * 
for all its strength it cannot save. 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, * 
on those who wait upon his love, 
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To pluck their lives from death, * 
and to feed them in time of famine. 

Our soul waits for the LORD; * 
he is our help and our shield. 

Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, * 
for in his holy Name we put our trust. 

Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, * 
as we have put our trust in you. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

First Lesson   Genesis 2:4b–7 (NRSV) 
4bIn the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the 

field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God 
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a 
stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 7then 
the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and the man became a living being. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Third Song of Isaiah   Surge, illuminare 

Isaiah 60:1–3, 11a, 14c, 18–19 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 

But over you the Lord will rise, * 
and his glory will appear upon you. 

Nations will stream to your light, * 
and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 

Your gates will always be open; * 
by day or night they will never be shut. 

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
ruin or destruction within your borders. 

You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
and all your portals, Praise. 
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The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Second Lesson   1 Corinthians 15:42b–49 (NRSV) 
42bWhat is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is 

raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is 
raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is 
written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The 
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the 
man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those 
who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear 
the image of the man of heaven. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary   Magnificat 

Luke 1:46–55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Prayers 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
  

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, 
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in 
the communion of all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by 
the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the 
preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

(For the ELW Prayer of the Day, see p. 36, Pentecost.) 
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A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the 
way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in 
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s 
sake. Amen. 

Other intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. (Include your petitions.) 

The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

  
Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen.     Romans 15:13 

  
Office text from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, of The Episcopal Church. 

Psalm and lessons selected from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings (Copyright © 
2005 Consultation on Common Texts). Used by permission. 

https://www.lchwelcome.org/spirit/office/petitions.php
http://www.commontexts.org/
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Scripture quotations from New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, (Copyright © 1989 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America). Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

Certain features of the different offices can be modified on the preferences page. You have not yet 
set your preferences, or the cookie with your preferences has expired. Follow this link to set your 
preferences. 

Evening Prayer is brought to you by the people of the Lutheran Church of Honolulu. 

Please feel free to bookmark this page and return to pray Evening Prayer as often as possible. If you 
have a website and would like to link to this or other pages, you can find additional information on 
our “Linking to Daily Prayer” page. 
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