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WELCOME! 

THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE! 
TOGETHER WE WILL REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT! 

 
+ Everything you need to follow along in worship is included in this bulletin. You are invited to stand and sit—
as you are able—as indicated herein. 
 

+ If you have a need to children’s bulletins, coloring pages, crayons, or other supplies they are available on the 
Welcome Table. You can proceed out the door next to the pulpit and find the Welcome Table near the door. 

- Children are always welcome in worship and together we make a joyful noise! However, if you have need, 
a staffed nursery is available down the stairs across from the Welcome Table. 

 

+ An all-gender and accessible restroom is available out the door next to the pulpit, up the ramp, and to the 
right. Follow signs for “Handicap Bathroom.” Other restrooms are available down the hallway next to Faith 
Chapel across from the parlor. 
 

+ You do not need to turn off or disconnect here! However, please be mindful of those worshiping around you 
and turn your phones and devices to silent. Feel free to take pictures of our beautiful sanctuary or post about the 
sermon. However, we ask that you ask permission before taking any people pictures. 
 

+ We welcome all to worship and to the Table trusting that it is the Holy Spirit that draws us all together. If you 
would like information about joining the congregation or receiving the Sacraments of the Church, be sure to talk 
to Pastor Jay after worship (you can usually find him next to the pulpit after the service). 
 
 

 22 DECEMBER 2024 
     THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Holy Communion • 10:30 
 

GATHERING – “The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.” 
 
PRELUDE – “Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland”                           J. S. Bach 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      
 

P Greetings to you in the name of the triune God, the one whose word always accomplishes: the Shaper of 
Life, +  the Savior of Humanity, the Spirit of Renewal.  

 

P  Today, as we confess our sins, we recognize how easily we overlook the gifts God gives. And we accept the 
sad truth that our limitations often create the conditions for sin. 

 



P  Let us pray. 
 

Please kneel or sit as is comfortable and we keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P  God,  
C  we want a faith that feels  
 like more than words, 
 but we lack your power  
 to embody goodness. 
 We hear your call to serve others 
 yet feel too worn out to make the food.  
 We hunger to taste justice 
 but fear the burning spice of the meal.  
 We want our place at your table 
 but resist sitting beside a stranger. 
 We have lost our appetites 
 for mere thoughts and prayers, 
 but we fail to match  
 our intentions to our actions. 
 Forgive us and restore us  
 with the healing wholeness of your presence. 
 

P  My friends, God knows you are imperfect. But God did not invite you here today for what you have done or 
how you have behaved. God loves you. God always cares much more for you than for your shortcomings. In 
the name of + Jesus, the One for Whom We Wait, God forgives you all your sins. 

C  Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able as we gather with song. 
 
GATHERING HYMN                               ELW 436 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING      
 

P  The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,  
 the love of Christ that guards our hearts and minds,  
 and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY      
 

P  Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 

binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

WORD – “God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching and song.” 
 

FIRST READING:  Micah 5:2-5a 
 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore they shall be given up 
until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of the ruler’s kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. 4And the ruler shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 
name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now the ruler shall be great to the ends of the earth, 
5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
 

L  Hear the One for whom we wait.                   C  Come, Word of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALMODY:  Luke 1:46b-55                                       ACS 907 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 10:5-10  
 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a 
body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, 
‘See, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 8When Christ said 
above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin 
offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” Christ 
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

L  Hear the One for whom we wait.                   C  Come, Word of God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (lighted by Paula, Tyler and Rylee Noble) 
 

L Each of our Advent candles represents God’s generous goodness, the advent of Jesus, God’s greatest gift, 
the Spirit’s fluttering flicker of joy. As we light each candle, we recognize the gifts God has given us this 
week. Together, we pray: 

 

L  God, we reach for unreasonable hope; 
C  and you prepare an incomparable future. 
 

L  God, we breathe in your peaceful refuge, 
C  for you have made a place where we can safely rest. 
 

L  Joy ebbs and flows each day, holy God. 
C  so we pray to you in honesty. 
 

L  Your love grows unseen, holy God; 
C  we prepare for you every day. 
 

L  Now that the warmth of God’s presence fills this place, we pray that the Spirit will illuminate our lives 
through the words we hear, the songs we sing, and the pathways of prayer engraved on our hearts. We pray: 

 

L  Jesus, you shape the world around us, even when you remain just out of sight. As we listen today, help us 
prepare our lives for you with loving anticipation.  

C  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-45   
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke.   C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And 
Mary sang: 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT     

 
Please stand as you are able to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         ELW 906 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 

A Siblings in Christ, let us confess the faith of the Church: 
C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 



 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS      
You may kneel, sit, or stand as is your custom. 
 

A  Let us join with all creation in praying for the Church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation crying 
out: Come, Lord Jesus! 

A For the Church that we may look with hope to Christ’s coming and stand boldly to proclaim him among us. 
With the Church, we pray:  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A For the creation that in dormant animals, in snow and wind, in longer nights and darker days we may be 

reminded of God’s goodness and glory. With creation, we pray:  
C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A For the nations of the world that those who rule, govern, and lead may do so with a heart for justice and 

equity for all people. With the nations, we pray:  
C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A  For those who bear another’s burdens, those who plow and clear streets, those who respond to emergencies, 

those whose jobs are essential, those who must travel. With those who work today, we pray:  
C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A  For the sick and suffering that they may know the peace of Jesus and the care of those who gather around 

them. For those whose names and needs we hold most dear: here, you may offer names and need aloud or 
silently. With the sick and suffering, we pray:  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A  For those in need, the under-housed and under-employed, the lonely and forgotten, those who cannot look 

with hope to Jesus’ coming and who cannot find joy in this season that they may be surrounded in their 
need. With those in need, we pray:  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A  With thankfulness for all the baptized, those who have gone before us in lives of faith and holy living, and 

those whose faith was known only to you, we pray that we may be kept with all your beloved saints until we 
gather around your glory. With all the baptized, we pray:  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
A  Come, Lord Jesus, and quickly! Hear our prayers and come with your healing, your grace, your peace in all 

the ways you see that we need.  
C  Amen. 
  
THE PEACE 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you.                 
C  And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL – “God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.” 
 

THE OFFERING IS RECEIVED  
An offering is received for the ministry of the church. Our offering at Luther Memorial 
supports our ministry locally, as well as that of the Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. You may make your checks payable to Luther 
Memorial Church. Additionally, you may visit https://bit.ly/LMCDonate or scan the QR Code 
and scroll to the bottom of the page to give electronically.  

 
ANTHEM – “The Advent of our God”                      R. Shephard 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY                             ELW 254 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A Holy Spirit, please bless these small gifts we give.  C You set the table with plenty of love. 
 Prepare room in your home   for our neighbors and us. 
 Prepare a place in your vision   For our neighbors and us. 
 Prepare a seat at your table   for our neighbors and us. 
 Holy Spirit, you have blessed these gifts we give.  You set the table  
    with plenty of love. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  
DIALOG 
 

P The Lord be with you.      C And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy…join their unending hymn: 
                
SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P We praise you, living and loving God, that you have sent your Son to this world.  Christ is your Wisdom, 
sweetly ordering all creation, our Lawgiver, burning with justice, the Branch from Jesse’s tree, sprouting 
flowers from old roots, the Key of David, opening our prison doors. 

 

P And let the people cry,  
C O come and save us. 
 

We praise you, serving and saving God, that you send your Son also to this table, 
who on the night before he died took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



P  We beg you, mighty and merciful God:  send us the Spirit of your Son. Dwell in this food and in all who 
share it, that the earth may rejoice in your presence. In Christ, the Dawning Day, enlighten a darkened 
world, reign as Sovereign to unite all peoples, and live among us, Emmanuel, our deepest desire now and 
forever. 

 

P  And let the people cry, 
C  O come and save us. 
 

P  Even so, come, Lord Jesus, with your Father and your Spirit, to the church, and receive our praises, now and 
forever.  

C Amen.   
 

P  And let the people pray: 
C  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 
 and let these gifts to us be blessed. 
 Blest be God, who is our Bread; 
 may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in your sovereignty and teach us to pray:   
C  Our Father, who art in heaven,    
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen.      
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P People of God, God’s love grew unseen, but now you know it; God’s love echoes in silence, but you have 
sung the song. Now come taste the goodness of God’s mercy and notice what God has done for you. 

C Amen. We come. 
 

P Those communing at home:  take, eat, drink: the body and blood of Christ for you.   
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE COMMUNION  
 
    

This is Christ’s Table and all Christians are welcome to the feast! 
We believe that this is the Body and Blood of Christ for you. 

 

Please come forward from both sides by the center aisle. 
Take a small empty cup from the trays at the head of the center aisle. 

White grape juice is in pre-filled cups for those who cannot have alcoholized wine.   
Baked bread is being used. For those who so desire, gluten-free wafers are available; 

 please let the pastor know. 
Receive the bread in your open palm, then hold your cup steady for the assisting minister to fill. 

As you return by the side aisles, please place your empty cup in the tray. 
 

All are invited to the Meal. If you would like to participate but not to receive the bread and wine, 
please cross your arms in front of you for a blessing from the pastor. 

 
 
HYMNS DURING THE COMMUNION                          ELW 265  
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TABLE BLESSING 
 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ…and bring you to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: As Mary set out to visit Elizabeth 
before she gave birth to you, bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with our siblings 
who are not here. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this communion, 
that through the body and blood of your Son we may all know the hope of your promised coming in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

P  We send you forth bearing these holy gifts that the Meal we have shared here may be extended for our 
siblings who are not here.  

C  We who are many are one body in Christ, sharing one bread, one cup. Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A  God, what you have planned for us unfolds slowly. 
C  Your love is often unrecognizable, 
 unappreciated, 
 gentle and unnoticed. 
 

A  But in this place we have noticed what others do not see. 
C  We have tasted your unspoken goodness. 
 And now we will magnify your love. Amen. 

 
SENDING – “God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.” 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING      
 

P … now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN                             ELW 267 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL INTO THE WORLD FOR SERVICE      
 

A Go in peace.  Christ is coming soon! 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – “Wachet Auf” Setting III                   P. Manz 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46819. 

Scripture quotations have been prepared by Augsburg Fortress for provisional use. Citations from Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations based on Readings for the 
Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress; NRSV Bible © 1989 and NRSVue Bible © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Adapted and edited by Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw. May be 

reproduced with a SundaysAndSeasons.com subscription for nonsale local use by worship leaders from September 1, 2022 through November 30, 2025. 

 
—— SERVING TODAY  —— 

PRESIDING MINISTER – Pastor Jay Mitchell 
GREETER – Pat Young 

ACOLYTE – Jessica Copfer 
ASSISTING MINISTER – Julie Ditz 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT – Jeanne Gaber 
LECTOR – C. Noelle Partusch 

ALTAR GUILD – Jessica Copfer, Mary Daniels 
USHERS – Cathy Beck, Sue Cappelletty, Jane & Dave Kinzig 

VIDEO STREAMING – Sarah Prylinski 



                                                 
 

Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones by Carol Schaal. 
 

Columbarium flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of my husband, Bill, by Carol Schaal. 
 

Today’s Events 
 

Family Christmas Pageant will be presented this morning at the 10:30 service.  We are sure you will enjoy this special 
Christmas service.  Thank you to all of our families who are participating.  
 

Desk calendars for 2025, compliments of the Burton Quinn-Scott Funeral Home, are located at the welcome tables.  
Please pick up as many as you need for the coming year.  
 

Greeting cards can be found in the information rack located near the parlor area.  A large variety of cards that will fit 
every occasion are available.  Youth are offering these cards for $1 each or 6 for $5.  Proceeds will benefit our youth. 
 

Offering envelopes for 2025 are located on the table by the ramp door.  To save on postage we ask that you please pick 
up your envelopes.  They are arranged alphabetically.  Thank you. 

 

Worship Matters! 
 

A Christmas carol in Advent? It seems to be a point of conversation about Advent carols vs. Christmas carols. The world 
around us has already decided it’s Christmas. Heck, stores decided it was Christmas just after back-to-school shopping 
was over! Some would even tell you that the 12 Days of Christmas began on December 13 and end on Christmas Day. 
(We in the Church know better and extend our celebrations into the New Year!) Advent in the Church is a very counter-
cultural season. The whole message of the season is to slow down, to wait, to watch, to hope, to expect, to consider who 
this season is all about. In doing this we make a powerful statement that it is not retail stores, the economy, the radio 
stations, society, government, or even our calendars that decides when Christmas is; it is not for them to decide when and 
how God comes in our midst. That is something we look expectantly to God to make real among us. For many, Advent is 
one of (if not The!) most beloved seasons. The blue, the candles, the waiting, the hymns and carols! Did you know that in 
our worship resources, Evangelical Lutheran Worship and All Creation Sings, there are more hymns dedicated to Advent 
than there are for even Easter! But then this week we sing Joy to the World as our Sending Hymn? Isn’t it still Advent? 
Yes. Yes, it will be Advent until midnight on December 24. We will still be watching and waiting.  
 

But Joy to the World is arguably not a Christmas carol as much as many have come to include it in their repertoire this 
time of year. Isaac Watts who first composed and authored it meant for it to be a hymn sung to celebrate Christ the King 
and based it on Psalms used to celebrate Holy Cross Day. And if we pay attention to the words and not just the music we 
hear the messages of Advent: “Let ev’ry heart prepare him room…” “Rocks, hills, and plains…” “Far as the curse is 
found…” “He comes…” These are all words, messages, promises we have heard in our scripture readings in this season. 
So, we sing it on this last Sunday of Advent as we look with anticipation (finally!) to the blessed birth. Mary is surely 
pregnant and nearly ready having visited Elizabeth for several months. There’s no denying the baby’s coming. It’s time to 
prepare, to get ready, to sing with joy! 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

The Church Office will be on limited hours during the holiday weeks as our staff celebrates with their families. Please be 
patient with all correspondence and we will get back to you as soon as we can. The Office is open on Thursday, January 2 
with normal hours. 
 

Worship 
 

On Sunday, January 5 we will celebrate Epiphany.  Please bring your magi from your home nativity scene to our 
worship service that Sunday.    
 
 

 
 
 



All are welcome to attend the Erie Conference Epiphany Service with Burning of the Greens which will be held 
Monday, January 6, 2025, at 7:00pm at Faith Lutheran Church, 5414 East Lake Road.  Celebrate the Epiphany of our 
Lord together with a candlelight Eucharist, with Pastor Kristen Papson preaching, followed by an outdoor burning of the 
Christmas greens. The Scandinavian custom of an Epiphany burning of the greens was introduced to Faith Lutheran by 
Pastor David Laakso; it has become a beloved local tradition. Refreshments and fellowship will follow in the social hall.  
Dress warm for the bonfire; you may also watch from the comfort of the social hall if you prefer. A simple house blessing 
liturgy will be available to take and use at home this Epiphany season. If you would like to bring Christmas trees or greens 
from home to add to the bonfire, please contact Faith Lutheran Church to let them know.     
 

Faith Formation 
 

Prayers Arise, a Service of Evening Prayer, will be offered each Wednesday in January at 6:00pm.  We will gather on the 
5th floor for this half hour Vespers Service; January 8, 15, 22 and 29. 
 

Brown Bag Bible gathers each Wednesday in the parlor at 12:00 noon for Bible Study and discussion.  You are invited to 
bring lunch for yourself.  Our topic for January–February is O Word of God Incarnate. We will share stories about the 
ways that God has appeared to humanity in human ways throughout the stories of God’s people.  We will meet again 
beginning January 8, 2025. 
 

Book Group, Paging Through with Pastor Jay, will meet the second Monday of odd months at 6:00pm in the parlor.  At 
our next gathering on January 13 we will begin the book The Amen Effect, Ancient Wisdom to Mend our Broken Hearts 
and World by Sharon Brous.  The book may be purchased at local bookstores and on Amazon.    
 

B.A.D. (Bible After Dark) will not meet in January.  Our gatherings will begin on February 5 at Calamari’s at 6:30pm and 
continue to meet the first Wednesday of each month.  Join together with Lutherans from around Erie as we discuss the 
book Context by Josh Scott.  Copies of the book may be purchased from the church office for $12.  Feel free to purchase 
an adult beverage as we chat. 

 

Opportunities for Fellowship 
 

Come Caroling! We’ll be singing all your favorites! Join in keeping the festivities going on December 27. Luther 
Memorial will be hosting Caroling at the BrewErie featuring The Great Traveling Organ. We will gather in the rotunda of 
the BrewErie from 5:00-8:00pm to sing and share in the season. Food and drink are on you. Caroling is on us! Bring 
family and friends for this fun night out! 
 

Come and join us for an escape from reality.  Your cares will be left behind after a morning of laughter and conversation 
with the Magic Fingers Grace Group.  Join us for knitting and crocheting the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month 
from 10:00am– 12:00 noon. We will not meet on December 24.  We will begin our 2025 gatherings on January 14 and 28.  
Please contact Norma, in the church office, or Jan MacInnes if you are in need of more yarn or have any questions. 
 

OWLS Valentine Luncheon at the Ambassador Conference Center, 7794 Peach Street, will be held Friday, February 14, 
2025 from 12:00-12:30pm.  This event is attended by so many that to ensure your reservation we ask that you contact Jan 
MacInnes or Norma in the church office by the end of December. The entrées are sliced sirloin with red wine reduction 
and Mary Me chicken, along with oven roasted red skin potatoes and steamed broccoli.  Also included is a side salad, 
bakery rolls with butter and for dessert, cake.   
 

Pre-Christmas Event 
 

Patterson School of Ballet will present a Benefit Performance directed by Michael Patterson on Monday, December 23 
at 6:00pm at Luther Memorial Church.  Admission is $10 and all proceeds will benefit St. Vincent’s Children’s Miracle 
Network and Tuition Assistance Program.  We hope you will join us.   

 

Outreach 
 

The Mitten Tree, located in the parlor hall, will remain up through January 5 so help us add some more decorations of 
mittens, gloves, hats and scarves.  All items will be donated to the Bethany Outreach Center and distributed to those in 
need during the winter season.  Blankets are also appreciated and can be placed under the tree.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 



Items to Note 
 

In case of a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Jay either at the church (814-454-0106 x. 227) or, if not, on his 
personal phone (267-549-9858). If you are unable to reach him and need a response quickly, please contact our church 
office at 454-0106, ext. 221 during weekday business hours of 8:00am – 4:00pm to speak with Norma.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

READINGS AND COMMEMORATIONS 
 

December 23 – Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:6-8; II Peter 1:16-21 
 

December 24 – THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS EVE – Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:8-20 
 

December 25 – THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY – Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-
14 
 

December 26 – STEPHEN, DEACON AND PROTOMARTYR – II Chronicles 24:17-22; Psalm 17:1-9, 15; Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51-
60; Matthew 23:34-39 
 

December 27 – JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST – Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31; Psalm 116:12-19; I John 1:1-2:2; John 
21:20-25 
 

December 28 – THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS – Jeremiah 31:15-17; Psalm 124; I Peter 4:12-19; Revelation 21:1-7 
 
 
 
 

— PRAYER LIST  — 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Our Members:   

Abbie & Ben Dixon Dave Parsh Rose-Marie Rose Ron King 
Matt, Jessica Kinzig & family  Virginia Long Pat Gilbert Lois Fobes  
Marilyn Bohn & family Rosanne Braine Ed Hokaj Ann Flick       

Friends and Family:  

Cheryl Runstedler Jenn Norma Lynch  Jenn Eddy 
Jessica Bulos Grubb Phil F. Karen Curtis Krick 
Leigh Ann Fassnacht Janine Frank Casey Smith Tom Dean 
Branden Jones Teddy & Rebecca Jean Coburn Cheryl Atkinson 
Bernadette Mulder Kevin D. Tom Kraut Steve Sensor 
Andy Zimmerman Jim Roberts Bev Dale Dannhaus 
Betsy & Rudy, Sydney Kohn Racheal Thompson Joey & family Michele Seifert 
Grant, Alina, Charlie Jane McGrail Phil Jane Amy S. 
Mary & Urban LaRiccia Carol Steffey Andrew Wachter Chris Beckman 
Cara & Bradley Kendra 

Grief: 
Tina Clark DiNicola family JoAnn Guilianelli family  Fred Kern family  
Emma Houseman family  

   

 Our Military Service Men & Women: 
Lt. Col. Matt Anderson  Michael Stickner  Andrew Watson Alli Brown 
Ben Dixon Lt. Col. Mark Collins Christopher Rose     

 



C A L E N D A R 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23   6:00pm Patterson School of Ballet Benefit Performance    
LMA  Closed 

       

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24   5:30pm Pre-Service Christmas Concert 
  Christmas Eve     6:00pm Worship / Communion and Carols  
    10:00pm Pre-Service Christmas Concert 
    10:30pm Worship / Communion and Carols 

LMA and Church Offices Closed 
              

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 10:30am Worship (wear your comfy PJ’s)    
  Christmas Day     LMA and Church Offices Closed 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26     LMA and Church Offices Closed 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27      LMA Closed 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28       
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

 

Worship with us at 8:15am in Faith Chapel or 10:30am in the main church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024 
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Assisting Minister   8:15am Rob Benacci  
 10:30am Pat Bellingham 
Altar Guild   8:15am Nancy Benacci 
 10:30am Sharon Burke 
Greeters   8:15am Vicky Blasco 
 10:30am Stan Rose 
Counters 10:30am Emma Chaffee, Mike Hedlund 
Video Streaming 10:30am  Gina Snider 
Ushers 10:30am Diana Alvaro, Diane & Bob Banks 
  Cathy Beck 



The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24, 2024 

Main Church 
    

  5:30 P.M. PRE-SERVICE CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
    CANTOR, BRYAN TIMM  
 
    6:00 P.M. COMMUNION AND CAROLS  
    Worship service in the Sanctuary with 
    Children’s Message 
   
  10:00 P.M. PRE-SERVICE CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
    CANTOR, BRYAN TIMM  
 
  10:30 P.M. COMMUNION AND CAROLS 
    Worship service in the Sanctuary 
 

We invite you to come, worship, and celebrate the birth of our Lord. 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25, 2024  

Main Church 
 

  10:30 A.M. PAJAMA WORSHIP! 
    One service will be held on Christmas Day in the Sanctuary. 
    Wear your comfiest and most festive PJs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


